
Assistant commissioners are officially appointed by the district board as advisors and representatives; in addition, 
they assist with board activities. Assistant commissioners do not vote; they augment the board’s knowledge and 
experience. 

Generally, assistant commissioners are appointed for one calendar year beginning in January. However, 
appointments may be made at any time during the year, and there is no limit on the number of assistant 
commissioners that can be appointed.

Activities may include, but are not limited to field days, annual meetings, contests, education events, and special 
observances, such as Soil and Water Conservation Week.  Assistant commissioners may serve on committees and 
can serve as committee chairperson. Assistant commissioners may also participate and sign off on the district’s 
annual financial review.

Serving as an assistant commissioner is also a way to gain valuable awareness and experience before making a 
decision to run for election as a Soil and Water Conservation Commissioner.  

“It is not the style of clothes one wears, neither the kind of automobile one drives, nor the amount of money one 

has in the bank, that counts; these mean nothing. It is simply service that measures success.”
– George Washington Carver

For more information…
- Visit www.Madison-SWCD.org 
- Stop by the office at 815 E. Hwy 92 in Winterset
- Call 515-462-4884 ext. 3
- Send an email to email@madison-swcd.org 
- Follow us on Facebook and X @madisonswcdiowa

“I consider the soil conservation districts movement one of the most important 
developments in the whole history of agriculture.”

– Hugh Hammond Bennett
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The Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) is governed by five elected commissioners who run as 
nonpartisan candidates and serve 4-year terms.  Commissioners hold monthly meetings, set local priorities for natural resources 
conservation, guide technical and financial resources to meet the unique local needs and opportunities of the community, and 
promote conservation though demonstration, education, and outreach.  

The mission of the Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District is to conserve, protect, and 
enhance our natural resources for current and future generations by providing 

information and assistance to landowners, operators, and residents of Madison County, Iowa.
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