BUTTERFLY WEED

Asclepias tuberosa

Butterfly Weed is a visually striking milkweed variety popular in
landscaping. It features clusters of yellow-orange to bright orange
blooms that attract butterflies, particularly Monarchs, which rely on
milkweed as a host plant. The 1ft-2ft stems bear 2-5 inch flowers and
green lance-shaped leaves, creating a mounding effect in ideal
conditions. Unlike other milkweeds, it produces less milky sap, making
it less toxic. Historically, Native Americans used its tough taproot to
treat Pleurisy and other lung ailments, leading to its common name,
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PROPOGATION
Life Sow Soil Days to Plant
Cycle Depth Temp Germination Spacing

Germination Codes:
¢ C(30) - Cold Stratify 30 Days
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Perennial 12-18 in 65-70°F 14-21 Days 1-3 ft
PLANTING
Soil Sun Plant Plant Bloom Bloom USDA
Moisture Exposure Height Spread Time Color Zones
@) s ST = s
X P k& -
/ | N\ v -
Medium - Dry Full, Partial 2 ft 12-18 in June-Aug Orange 3-9
ROUTINE CARE ADVANTAGES
Transplanting: * Pollinator Favorite
* Late April « Bird Favorite
Pruning: . « Deer Resistant
e Hand prune in late February or early

¢ Highly recommended for home
landscaping

COMPANION PLANTS

March
Dead Heading:
e Optional to encourage additional blooms
Considerations:

e Front of garden

e Long taproot extends multiple feet into
the ground on older plants

e QOccasionally late to bloom in spring

e May benefit from watering during first
season, tolerates drought once
established

¢ Purple Poppy Mallow
¢ Black-eyed Susan

¢ Purple Coneflower

¢ Big Bluestem

™

- ﬁ«\v% '
HREAP,  MARISQN GOUNTY

YW= 4



