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The Badger Creek Lake Watershed Project was approved for three years 
of funding to support the project coordinator position, water monitoring, 
and cost share. In 2016 we submitted a request for additional Section 319 
funding for Phase 1b.  We were awarded two more years of funding, which 
started in 2017.

After the Watershed Management Plan was finalized in 2012, the 
Madison County SWCD worked with the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources to submit a plan to request funding for Phase 1 from Section 
319 of the Clean Water Act, administered by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Watershed Project Goals

Reduce non-point source pollution to at or below TMDL levels while maintaining agricultural productivity.

Educate the public and partners about the importance of watershed and lake improvement activities.

Monitor and evaluate sediment and phosphorus loading reductions to Badger Creek Lake.

The current watershed project began in April 2013 and I was hired as the project coordinator.  
However, before the current project started, our partners (below) were already working to 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ό²atύ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ άǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƴƻƴ-
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻǿ ¢a5[ ό¢ƻǘŀƭ aŀȄƛƳǳƳ 5ŀƛƭȅ [ƻŀŘύ ƭŜǾŜƭǎέΦ  

²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ όŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅύ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΤ 
the WMP splits up our overall goals for sediment and phosphorus loading 
reductions into five phases across 20 years.  

For thisƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
during Phase 1a.  More news from Phase 1b is coming in the next newsletter!

The WMP (contracted to be written by Environmental Programs & Services staff at the Iowa 
Soybean Association) included an assessment of the current state of the watershed and the lake 
(soils, land use, water quality data, estimated soil loss, etc.), and laid out goals for improving the 
watershed and water quality in Badger Creek Lake.  



Dirt-y Drawers / Soil-edPants for the 2016 Farm Progress Show

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) visited Iowa to learn more about how 
technical assistance dollars are utilized by the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS).  The group (representing staff from OMB, NRCS, and Conservation Districts of 
Iowa) made a stop at Badger Creek Wildlife Management Area on October 6, 2016.  
Winterset field office staff, SWCD commissioners, and representatives from the DNR 
had the opportunity to highlight the work being done on state land, and explain the 
important role that partnerships play in getting conservation on the land. 

Office of Management and Budget Visit

Cover Crop Lunch & Learn
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We (and a couple other watershed project 
coordinators) were asked to bury underwear for the 
Dirt-y Drawers / Soil-edPants display for the Farm 
Progress Show.  We buried underwear on July 22 in 
fields with different management (conventional tillage, 
no-till, and no-till with cover crops), and unearthed 
them on August 26.  The underwear buried in crop 
fields with healthy soils (more living organisms) were 
more degraded than in conventional tilled crop fields. 

We partnered with Practical Farmers of Iowa and Unilever to host a Lunch & 
Learn event at the Winterset Pizza Ranch on March 29, 2016.  The meeting 
focused on successfully terminating winter-hardy cover crops in the spring, 
and planning ahead for cover crops in the fall (considering herbicide 
application and seed mixes).  Speakers included Project Coordinator Anna 
Golightly, a Farmer Panel with Jon Peterson and Dennis McLaughlin, and 
Midwest Cover Crops Research Coordinator Sarah Carlson.  

Dirt-y drawers on 
display at the 
Farm Progress 

Show

Tillage No-Till + 
Cover Crops

Header Photo: The topographic flow model of Badger Creek Lake Watershed on display at the Madison County Covered Bridge Festival in 2016.

In 2014, the high school 
students in the Conservation 
Club of Winterset (CCOW) 
built a topographic flow 
model of Badger Creek Lake 
Watershed.  Since then, it 
has been a valuable addition 
to our outreach efforts!  We 1 2 3
have taken it to Ag4Kids Day for Madison County 5th Graders (1), the Madison County Fair (2), the Madison County Covered Bridge 
Festival (3), as well as presentations to day camps, science classes, and other educational opportunities.



Full Moon Float + Watershed Program and Tour Soil Health Tour Stop ς
b!/5 ϧ /5LΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ CƻǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǳǊ

Page 3

We partnered with Conservation Districts of 
Iowa to host Donuts & N-Kitson March 31, 
2017 in the Trinity Lutheran Church 
basement.  We brought donuts from Hurts 
and retaiNkits (including nitrogen test 
strips and a booklet with instructions, pages 
to record N levels, and information about

The National Association 
of Conservation Districts 
and Conservation 
Districts of Iowa visited 
Badger Creek Lake WMA 
as part of a Soil Health 
Tour on July 18, 2017.  

Donuts & N-Kits

We partnered with the Madison 
County Conservation Board and the 
Madison County River Alliance to 
organize a Full Moon Float 
preceded by a watershed program 
and tour at Badger Creek Lake on 
May 10, 2017.  The tour highlighted 
some conservation practices that 
benefit water quality, such as cover 
crops (above) and prairie strips.  

Header Photo: Project Coordinator Anna Golightly used the topographic flow model during her presentation at the Full Moon Float event at Badger Creek Lake on May 10, 2017.

conservation practices for retaining nitrogen), and 
invited Catherine DeLong to speak.  Catherine 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ά.ǊƛŜŦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ bƛǘǊƻƎŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
showed an Iowa Learning Farms webinar presented by 
5ǊΦ aƛƪŜ /ŀǎǘŜƭƭŀƴƻΥ άIƻǿ /ŀƴ ²Ŝ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ bƛǘǊƻƎŜƴ 
wŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƻƛƭ IŜŀƭǘƘΚέ  /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ 
to use the retaiNkits, and then the kits were 
distributed to producers.  

�D�]�l���������•�š���o�o���v�}�[�•���‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v���]�•�����Œ���Z�]�À�������}�v���š�Z�����/�}�Á�����>�����Œ�v�]�v�P���&���Œ�u�•���Á�����•�]�š�����t scroll down to September 21, 2016:

www.iowalearningfarms.org/page/webinars

The Madison County SWCD 
Commissioners welcomed the crowd  
(about 150 people!), Anna spoke about 
the Badger Creek PL-566 Watershed 
and the Badger Creek Lake Watershed 
Project, and ISU Extension Field 
Agronomist Meaghan Anderson talked 
about Palmer Amaranth in Iowa.


